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Biographical/Historical Note: The president’s office was created in 1906. Dr. Gary A. Ransdell was 
named the ninth president of Western Kentucky University on September 12, 1997. 
 
Dr. Ransdell received his Bachelor of Arts degree from WKU in 1973 in Mass Communications, a 
Master of Public Service degree in Public Administration in 1974, and a Doctor of Education degree 
from Indiana University in 1978. 
 
Dr. Ransdell re-joined WKU as President after serving four years as Vice President for Administration 
and Advancement and seven years as Vice President for Institutional Advancement at Clemson 
University in Clemson, South Carolina. 
 
His previous professional experiences at WKU also include service as a field representative in the 
Office of University School Relations from 1974 to 1976 and as Associate Director of Alumni Affairs 
from 1978 to 1981. 
 
Dr. Ransdell became Director of Alumni Relations at Southern Methodist University in 1981, a 
position he held until 1987 when he was named as a Vice President at Clemson. 
 
Description:  Photographs pulled from WKU President Gary Ransdell's papers. 
 
Dates: 1997-present 
 
Subject Analytics:  
Photographs 
Western Kentucky University 
 
Accession Information: These records were transferred to the WKU Archives from the President’s 
Office in accordance with the records retention schedule. 
 
Access Restrictions: none 
 
Preferred Citation: UA1C11/61 Gary Ransdell Photo Collection, WKU Archives, Bowling Green, 
Kentucky, USA. 
 
Processing Information: Records processed by Virginia Brothers & Aaron Shuford collection 
inventory by Suellyn Lathrop, 2015. 
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